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TELEPHONE. WOHTH 10000.

Senator Borah and tho Freedom
of the Press.

The freedom of tho press Is guaran-

teed by the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States :

"Conjreas shall make no law
an establishment of religion,

or prohibiting the freo exercise there

of; or abridging the freedom of
paecb, or of the proas; or the right

ot people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the Government for a re-

dress of Grievances."

The guaranteed freedom of the
press Is one of the foundation stones

of American liberty. What this pro-

hibition of abridgment means and
what It does not mean aro questions
which have been answered by hun-

dreds of qualified commentators and
by the Interpretation of the courts In

many well known decisions. Xothlng,
norhnrw In the whole ranee ot con- -

I to stltuUonal discussion Is clearer of

doubt. Let us take Judge Stoby'b

definition:
Is plain that the language ot this

amendment Imports no in Ore than
, that every man shall have a right to

speak, write and, print his opinions

, upon any subject whatsoever without
any prior restraint, so always that
fie does not Injure any other person

In his rights, person, property or
reputation; and so always that he
does not thereby disturb the public,

peace, or attempt to subvert the Gov-

ernment."

The gist of the matter Is here, In

the perfectly Intelligible distinction
between prior restraint, that Is to say,

preventive censorship and control ex-

ercised by the Executive, and subse-

quent responsibility, determined by Ju-

dicial ascertainment, for anything that
injures another person In his rights,
property or reputation, or that dis-

turbs the public peace, or Unit lends
to subvert tho Government.

The same distinction between pic- -

rious restraints upon publications and
'

subsequent responsibility for the offen-

sive or dangerous or subversive utter-

ance was declared by Blackstoxk to

he fundamental In the establishment
of British liberties:

"Every freeman has an undoubted
right to lay what sentiments he
pleases before the public; to forbid
this la to destroy the freedom of the
press. But if he publishes what Is

' Improper, mischievous or illegal he
, must fake the consequences of his

temerity. To' subject the prow to the

restrictive power of a licenser, as was
formerly done before and since the
revolution of 16S8, Is to subject all

' freedom ofsentlment to the preju-

dices of one man and make him the
arbitrary and infallible Judge of all
controverted points In learning, re-

ligion and government."

. It Is on this principle of freedom
' and responsibility that the American

newspaper press has become what It
Is, a main bulwark of our American

' nystem. The opposite principle, as
i Judge Stoby- - declares, Introduces des-

potism in Its worst form.
3 It would scarcely seem credible that
' la this age of the American press's

freedom there could be any netid of
recalling the fundamental principles
aforesaid. Yet the pending bill Intro-

duced by Senator Sterling of South
Dakota, defining seditious utterances
and activities, contains some provi-

sions which have attracted the atten-

tion of Senator Bobah, always n vig-

ilant and powerful champion of the
legitimate liberties ot the press.

We find In the text of tho Sterling
bill a clause which seems to make It
unlawful "for any person ... to
advise or advocate a change In the

I form of government or the Constitu-
tion of the United States or resist-
ance to the authority thereof, or by
force ot violence or by physical

to person or property or by force
or vlolenco to prevent, hinder or de-

lay the execution of any l,uv of the
United States."

This Is so clumsily drawn that it
obviously require amendment. --

innnot suppose that Senator Stkru.no
ferlousOy propose to subject to crim-
inal prosecution n'ny citizen who 3

or advocates n ehanse In the
Constitution of tho United Stntex, for

'
, the proposal mid advocacy -- of conti

tiittonnl amendments are among the
highest and most firmly established
functions of cood citizenship. He

would probably say that the prohlbl

tlon In question applied only to tho
forclblo or violent proposal and ad
vocacy of constitutional amendment;
but our recollection of tho history ot
constitutional amendments does not
Indicate much danger of tho sort de
scribed as to that process of govern

mental change, whatever might bo the
caso as to revolutionary assaults upon

or resistance of authority. The mud
die of lamruaco here needs to be

cleared up.
Much moro Important Is that eec

tlon of tho Storllng bill which appears
to establish tho Postmaster-Genera- l,

through tho power to debar newspa-

pers and other publications from tho
malls, In an absolute censorship of tho
odious sort described by Blackbtonk
nnd condemned by Stoby. Neither In

the person of Postmaster-Genera- l

Bubucson nor of any other exocutlvo
officer Is tho freo press of America
prepared to accept la tlmo of peace a
censor exercising practically war pow

ers of Judgment and suppression. To

make an executive officer, and an ex
ecutive officer very often, Uko Busle-son- ,

surcharged with the eflcrglos of
partisanship, the final Judge of what
shall and what shall not be mallablo
In the way of political discussion Is
to Invest that person with n dangerous
power of "prior restraint," or "prevl
ous restraint," In the sense In which
tho commentators wo havo quoted
above have used the terms.

Tho maintenance of the constitu-
tional freedom of the press Is one ot
the very first duties of Congress. No

law should be passed which abridges,
directly or Indirectly, that guaranteed
freedom. Senator Bobaii, always, as
The Sun has said, among tho fore-

most in Jealous regard for tho preser-

vation of the rights of freo and re
sponsible utterance, does well to turn
his attention to the 'Sterling bill, not

because that measure makes unlawful
tho advocacy of force And violence
for the accomplishment of political,
economic or Industrial changes, but
because It practically makes the as-

certainment of such Illegality tho
function of n censor and not the duty
of a court.

Good-b- y Government Operated
Passenger Ships.'

Having talked ships and planned
ships, built ships and bought ships, It
must be something of a shock to tho
American people to learn that the
Government Is going to sell all the
German passenger ships it captured
and otherwise got out of the war.

It Is a fine fleet of a quarter of a
million of tons, among them the great-

est of all the transatlantic liners, the
Leviathan. It Is a fleet which

and Immediately cost Uie United
States Treasury nothing. It Is n fleet
part of which performed enormous
service to our armies in the war. It
Is n fleet which can give lustre to our

Stars and Stripes afloat. But the
Government cannot afford to operate
theso passenger ships, big or little,
swift or slow.

It will be neither a shock nor a
surprise to the practical ship operator
to hear that the Government cannot
compete with other passenger vessels.
And the reason Is not, as was sug-

gested, that Uncle Sam's vessels can-

not, like others, sell liquor on the high
sons. Bars or no bars, for soft
drinks or hard drinks, there ore eco-

nomic conditions, political evils and
fool laws which scuttle tho efficiency

of American bottoms as against for
eign bottoms nnd of Government
owned and operated bottoms as
against privately owned and operated
bottoms.

In our merchant marine wages are
higher than In any other merchant
marine. Costs of feeding the crows
are higher. Costs of general mainte
nance aro higher. But, as If that were
not enough of n handicap, our ship-

ping statutes concocted by labor union
politicians compel our vessels to carry
more men than are carried on the
ships of other nations.

On top of all that economic load
there Is the fundamental shortcoming

of Government ownership and opera-

tion in any business proposition.
There are more, men, they get more
pay to the man, but they don't do the
work that other men do. They can-

not he Inspired to do It. They cannot
be driven to do it. Whether in the
merchant marine, railroad, express
field, or whatever the field where busi-

ness can live against competition only
by productive efficiency nnd superior
service, Government operation simply
does not function economically.

Imagination alone cannot sail ships
to safe and sure financial harbors.
Ambition cannot. Patriotism cannot.
On the sea or on the land, In private
hands or In Government hands, any
business proposition required to pay
Its own way must he governeU by the
natural laws. In any
undertaking seeking to maintain Itself
ngnlnst free nnd energetic competi-

tion the basic element of the whole
economic problem Is costs costs of
production, costs of maintenance,
costs of renewals, costs of operation.
In these costs the major, the over-
whelming factor Is labor what It
gets In pay and what It does for Its
pay. In Government ownership and
operation bitter human experience
teaches that what It does Is the Irre-- .
ductule mlnlmtun.

So our Government operated
ships go on the rocks. And

let us not deceive ourselves for our
Govcrnmcnt owned freight Milps lurks
the same peril. ,

Cuba's .Monte C'r.rlo.

What purports to lie nn officially
approved plan for tho establishment of
n Jlonte Carlo In Cuba khows in the
locution of the resort a ccrtnlu na- -

tldnal business acumen not foreign to

tho Spanish, It Is not to bo In or near
Havana, but near Santiago.

Your American with Cubu In mind
naturally thlnka of Havana. It Is tho
principal port of tho American ships
which go to the island. Tho tourist
intends to visit other places, like Cam--

aguey, Quantanamo and Santiago, all
of which became familiar to the Amor-

lean roader In 1808. But does ho fol-

low out his intention? Thcro Is so
much to see and do in tho capital nnd
Us suburbs Uiat when all has been
seen and done thero Is likely to bo a
lack of enthusiasm, money and tlmo
for tho Journey eastward. Cuba looks
little on the map, but large whon the
tourist settles down to study tho tlmo
tablo of the trains between Havana
and Santiago.

It Is Impossible that tho Cuban
should not have noticed this tendency
of the American to let the rest of tho
Island go by default after having seen
Havana. Tho present opportunity of

fers a way to' prorent this neglect

of too eastern three-quarter- s of tho
island. Pat tho Caribbean Monto Carlo
at Santiago, whispers Wisdom, and
the visitor will travel all of Cuba,

Once in Havana bo will not hesitato
at a night's Journey to the gambling
casino. Should ho land at Santiago
ho will not be content to go homo
without seeing Havana.

The advantage would bo not only to

tho two cities but to the railroad con

nectlng them ; and railroads pay taxes
to tho Government. Also tho tourist
would soo that real Cuba, which Ha-

vana, with all Its beauty, docs not
perfectly represent.

Too Costly a Meniorlal for the
Government to Build.

Senator NEWMaurr has introduced n
bill which would npproprlato $100,000
"for tho erection of a memorial build
lng In Evart, Mich., in commemoration
of tho death of Joseph W. Gctton,
formerly of Company I, 120th Itegl
ment, Infantry, the first member of
tho United States Array to be killed
on German soil."

Memorials aro good things, but tho
expense proposed In Mr. Newbesry's
bill Is too great, for If the country is
to spend $100,000 for a monument to

the first American-soldie- r killed on
German soil It will have to spend

other hundreds of thousands on me
morials to the first soldier killed In

service, tho first soldier killed In

France, tho flret sailor to die, tho last
soldiers nnd sailors to die, nnd so on
through a list which would eat up n

million dollars.
Now York Is to build a splendid

Victory Hall In memory of the 0,000

or moro citizens of this town who
died In the. war, but It Is to he paid

for by private subscription. Local
pride Is fine, but it Is at Its best when
It goes down Into Its own pocket to
pay for Its satisfaction nnd does not

call upon Uio Federal Government to
foot.the bill.

The Poor Man in the Court of
Justice.

The Carneglo Foundation, with Its
vast record of usefulness achieved and
Its yet vaster opportunities of public

service by Influencing public opinion
In the right way, might bo better em-

ployed than In publishing and circu
lating literature like the report of
Mr. It. H. Smith of Boston entitled
"Justice and tho Poor." From this
relort our neighbor the Times prints
this astounding statement :

"The administration of American
Justice la not Impartial; the rich and
the poor do not stand on an equality
before tho law; the traditional meth-

od of providing Justice has operated
to close the door of the courts to the
poor and has caused a gross denial
of Justice In all parts of the country
to millions of persons."

Wo say that the Carnegie Founda
tion might bo better employed. Tho
sweeping statements of tho Boston
lawyer in condemnation of Uio general
administration of American justice
are not only manifestly calculated to

breed Uiscontcnt of n most pernicious
and dangerous kind but they are, In

tho opinion of The Su.v, as of the
Times, devoid of the proof that would
warrant them. A committee of the
Justices ot the New York Municipal
Court, a tribunal where certainly poor

and rich stand on equal footing, has
been quick to challenge Mr. Smith's
facts and conclusions so far ns this
city Is concerned. As the Times nskfl,

If he was wrong here what reason Is

there to believe that ho was right
elsewhere?

No doubt poor men have suffered by
the low's delay, by the cost of litiga-

tion, by tho defects nnd mistakes in

separable from every great human in-

stitution. But so havo the moder
ately prosperous; so likewise have the
rich. The danger of such pernicious
generalizing from Individual Instances
of hardship is In Its false teaching
about the attitude of American Jus
tice toward Its appellants.

We know of nothing worthier of
publication by tho Carnegie Founda
tion ns an antidote to the subtle poi
son it is dispensing In the Smith Ite-po- rt

than .this comment by one of the
leaders of the New York bar: "The
truth is that the rich are discrimi-
nated against, nnd I assert to you
from an experience of forty years at
the bar In nit the courts and with liti-

gation affecting all classes tlint the
poor are generally favored by the
judges and juries.''

Characters That Offend.

A committee of the Newark Board
of Education recommends that "The
Merchant of Venice" be removed from
the curriculum. It 'Is explained thnt
Shytnek makes n wrong Impression on
somo of Uio children, who "aro not
analysts." While the committee Is at
it It should go right through lljera- -
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turo and make up nn Index cxpurga-torlu- s

of fiction characters which may

offend or mislead.
Thcro aro lines in "Hamlet" which

may not bo music to tho ears of moro

than ono nationality. Away with
Hamlet himself 1 It Is notorious that
"Martin' Chuzzlewlt" sends tho chil-

dren of American real cstato men
homo with false ideas of papa's busi-

ness. ExitMarUn. Tho "Three Mus-

keteers" Is obJecUonablo becauso Por-tho- s

violated all the dietetic canons.

Thoro is too much class consciousness
In "Cinderella." "Bluebeard" may

shock a Mormon. "Barnaby Rudgo"

Is offensive to pupils who aro red
headed nnd deficient. The exploits of
Habte's Ah Sin should not bo recited
In tho hearing of a Chlncso child.
Harry Sandford offends tho bad boys.
Magua, in "Tho Last of tho Mohi-

cans," reflects on Indians.
Toko away all tho perturbing char-acto-

In literature. The only safe
classics aro the census reports.

Hiding In a Bleb, and Generous
Giver's Shadow.

From tho directors ntrd workers
who aro raising money for universi
ties, hospitals and oUier institutions
serving tho public but depending for
support wholly or in part on funds de-

rived from private sources comes com-

plaint that becauso of misunderstand-
ing of the terms of great gifts such as
those 'made by Mr. HocKEFrxt.Ei: and
Mr. Fbick, n good many persons who
ought to open their pocketbooks don't.
They figure that so much lias been
given no more Is needed, and, as The
Sun has heretofore pointed out, new

difficulties nrlso In the never easy

path of tho collectors, to overcome

which they must produce new argu-

ments and facte.
The truth is that tho great gifts of

tho rich man do not absolve tho well-to--

man or tho poor man from
giving his share. Becauso Mr. Bocke-roxLE-

can and does give $o0,000,000
to cdutatlou, John Doe, who might
givo $1,000, or Itichard Roe, who
might give $100, or Mnry Boe, who
might giro $10, Is not released from
nny obligation.

Mr. IIockefeli.eb'3 gift Is not In-

tended to relieve others of their duty
to help. It ought to stimulate them
instead.' .Mr. Fiuck's will was not
drawn to pay tho dues of Itoe and
Doe In the worldwide society of hu-

manitarians. It was drawn to pay

Mr. Fmcit's dues. Tho man who says

Mr. ItocnF.Fm.ER or Mr. Fbick paid
for him adopts a cowardly and dis-

creditable subterfuge.
Every Rift, great in size or small In

size, received by a university, or hos-plt-

or any other institution which

serves tho public except in the narrow-

est sense, entails on the authorities
who are to administer it the obliga-

tion to extend their work, to venture
Into new fields, to start additional de-

partments, to enter on new commit-

ments. The usefulness of the Insti-

tution must be Increased, and conse-

quently Us expenses will bo higher.

New money must bo fouiul to meet

new costs.
Tho more they have, the more they

want, and the more I hey ought to

get from the public.

Twas tho dav after Christmas and
nil through the house the doctors were
busy attending victims of home brewed
stimulants.

A recently invented telephonic devlco
which enables several conversations to
be carried on simultaneously over one
circuit is called "wired wireless."
When mechanical genius succeeds in
dispensing with tho wlro tho world will
undoubtedly be called on to tpoob-nlz- o

the invention as "wireless wired
wireless."

Newark has adopted a plan for
throwing a brilliant spotlight on traf-

fic policemen on night duty at fixed
posts. Tho illumination is expected to
servo a double end: to guide aright
those automobllo drivers who have
been In tho habit of bowling over
crossing policemen they havo mistaken
for shadows or airalnst whom they
cherished n grudge and to enable more
careful drivers to see tramc signals
waved to them. The plan 1st capable
of extension and variation. Visiting
geniuses seeking enlargement of the
circlo of thoso who doto upon tlieir
nlnvs or morals or imlchrltudo yet find

themselves lacking such degree of pub
lic attention as would satisfy their or
their managers' hODes could nttract
larco and merry crowds if In their
nightly strolls they wero made like
unto moving torches. A little addi
tional ingenuity exercised by their
nross fluents would accomplish this
and add to tho interest and illumina
tion' of popular inorougniares.

The Bolshevist courier captured on
his way to this country laden with let-

ters, Jewels and money may have
hoped to meet the Buford in mld--

occan and deliver hts messages to her
Russia-boun- d passengers. If anybody
wants to seo a Bolshevik now promi-no- -

in tho United States, tho place of
meeting should be arranged after con-

sultation with the authorities In charge
of 'deportations.

"Wrrnnw linn hnil nnn 1'nstmaster- -

Gencral," sneers tho World, referring
to frequent cabinet cnanges, "anu
ItnnmTi.T hml nnlv five." How lone
does tho TVorM think n Burleson would
havo lasted under a Roosevelt?

It will probably take Santa Claus
until next Christmas to recuperate
after having ascertained who Imper
sonated him at Amcrongen.

The Knrlr Home Tlrew.
The witches added the toe of a fror.
"To sire It a kick," they explained.

To'ItUe roots.
Musxrai Buina o. me graae lrnicn aoiu

for halt a dollar lour years ego now fetch
I3.7B In the open market.

The Gulf Stream l nald to have moved
Inshore ten miles within veer, c.ius'lnr
unusuallr heavy rainfall In the cotton
Slates.

Lady Davidson, wife of the Governor o?
New South Wales, thinks tho latest Amer-
ican and British fashions for women are
"not quite nice."

WORN OUT TIES AS FUEL.

Tlio Railroads Havo Been Trying to

t Avoid Wasto ot Wood.

To tub Editor or Tun Sun Sir? Re-

ferring to tho letter In Tun Sun of De-

cember 9 entitled "Why Waste the
Wood?" directing; attention to tho burn-
ing of wornout railroad ties and criti-
cising tho railroads for the wasteful de-

struction ot much needed fuel : I hold no
brief from the Director-Gener- al or other
railroad officials to epealc on tills sub-

ject, but feel that the public Is entitled
to know that the deposition of wornout
ties has always been a troublesome
question and has received great

from railroad officials.
The cost of gathering suoh ties from

the right ot way must be considered, and
the dangor of allowing tho publlo to so
upon tho right of way to salvage the
ties is obviously great Without going
Into argument in the matter, I am sure
tho public will be Interested to know that
the regional director of the Eastern dis-

trict ieaued a circular April 10, 1918, to

the Federal managers and other railroad
ofllclals, from which I quote as follows :

Ties that are removed from the track
and that are worthlesa through decay
for fuel, or which are Impregnated with
chemicals which would make them

for fual, can be burned,
Tlea removed around cities and vil-

lages and near cross highway, whare
they could be distributed, by wagons to
communities that consume coal, should
be piled. (That It, those which are fit
for fuel.)

If the ties are located on outlying-branche- s

or at other peculiar locations
where fuel Is not an object of Impor-

tance nnd where the picking up and
transporting to a market would be un-

duly expensive tlioy may be burned Im-

mediately.
On certain lines with dense traffic,

and within cities, ties removed will have
to be disposed of currently as hereto-

fore, aucn ns within the limits of New
Tork, on the embankments around Chi-

cago, and at other large cities.
Continue to give roadway laborers and

foremen a aufBclent number for their
own domestic purposes, to bo removed
without expense to the company, where
such has been the practice.

In June, 1919, the director of tho Alle-

gheny region Issued a circular to Gov-

ernment controlled lines, from which I
quote ns follows :

It la desired that ties that have served
their life In the track be so disposed of
as to fonservo the fuel situation, due
consideration being ghen to the cost ot
labor anil transportation involved In

their conservation.
A recent canvass of all of the divisions

of one of the large carriers in the East-
ern district develops the fact that prac-

tically no old crosstlcs have been burned
along tho lines of tho railroad; they
have to a great extent been dlsposod of

In cribbing and other work. Such ties
as could not be so used were cold to In-

dustries or furnished to employees along
tho line, and experiments have been
made to determine tho economic uso of

such old tics In the making of charcoal.
As Is generally the case, tho publto

condemns what It docs not understand :

and whlln tho subject of thn disposition
of old ties Is not of groat Importance
compared with the railroad problem, still
It Is not uncommon for tho publlo to

draw conclusions as to efficiency or
from the treatment of minor

matters. CiiAnixa Hansxu
New York, December 2C.

NO HIGH SCHOOL YET.

Hopes of Washington Heights and
Are Disappointed.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: The
dream of Washington Heights and

of obtaining a new high school
Is fading Into oblivion In spite of all
the agitation of tho last year. And with
tho dream go the hopes of the parents
of hundreds of children living on the
Heights or In Inwood. Present ap-

pearances Indicate that another year
must elapse before the Board of Edu-

cation will take up tho matter again
and in tho meantime the Bamo old con-

ditions will prevail In the frame struc-

ture at Academy street and Broadway
which those charitably Inclined call a
h!'3h school.

Tho matter of a new high school for
Washington Heights and Inwood Is an
old ono and has been a bono of con-

tention between the school authorities
and tho residents for a long time. It
Is understood that promises have been

made to relieve the congestion by erect-

ing a new school, and apparently mat-

ters wero proceeding serenely when It

becamo known that a few days ago a
resolution was submitted to the Board
of Estimate by tho school authorities
asking for funds to buy a site for
the Julia Richrnan High School. This
action of course signified that the Wash-
ington Heights hteh school had been
passed by for the tlmo being, because
It Is said that only one high school

can bo included In the building pro-

gramme.
Naturally the residents of tho Heights

and Inwood do not begrudge any other
district In tho city tho acquisition of
a new hlnh school, but they fall to

understand why, In view of the prom-

ises given In the past that
Heights high school should be

the first to bo built. It has been decided

to allow this well populated district in
upper New York to linger on without
a new high school. Thoso familiar with
tho school conditions up town say that
a new high school Is urgently needed
to relievo present crowded conditions,
but apparently the school authorities
think otherwise. , PAnr.s-T-.

New York, December 24.

A Youthful Kansas Vnn Winkle.

From Smith County Ploneir.
--Wallace, flftcen-year-ol- d son of Mrs. Carl

Anderson, chose rainy Tuesday night for
an extended walk In his sleep.. Ills mother
missed him from the house and tho family
turned out to look for him. He was anally
found, drenched to the skin but still asleep,
near the standplpe.

Ode to ltliiHle.

(Versifying tho euloglstlo rem.irks of a
former consumer.)

Here's to Rhody, little Ithol
Sure, sho Is the portico
And tho forefront of this notion-Y- ea,

o. I'rovldenco plantation I

Here's to Rhody, little Rho!
fiomethlng's brewlngl Let her go!
Though her mountains are but hills.
What pleasant dew distils!

Here's to Rhody. little Rhol
May she may one say? go sloel
(Sin you overlook her slxe.
An original package prize!

Here's to nhody, little nho!
Should a dlot of old crow

He Imposed by court decree.
We'll bow with humidity!

Here's to Rhody. little nho!
May sho kill the Ice cream so-I- )a

as tlppla of grown men!
Here's to Rhody then say when!

Here's to Rhody. little Ithot
Beat .the band and start the flow,
Top the question and the cork!
Let's annex her to New York!

Milbice Moans.y

rt,

THE POCKET VETO.

A Veteran Student of tho Constitution

Points Out a Singular Discrepancy.

, To inn EoiTon ov Tim Son Sir: Tou
have several times, and most recently
on December 22, called attention to tho
erroneous discrimination between a Joint
resolution and a concurrent resolution
of Congress In respect of requirement of
Executive approval, citing in support of
your view clause 8 of section 7 of Arti-

cle I. of the Constitution, us follows :

Every order, resolution or voto to
which the concurrence of the Senate
and House ot Representatives may bs
necessary (except on a question cf ad-

journment) shall be prosented to tbs
President of the United States; and be-

fore the same shall take affect, shall be
approved by lUmj or being disapproved
by him, shall be repassed by two-thir-

of the Senate and nouse of Rep-

resentatives, acoordlng to the rules and
limitations prescribed In case ot a bill.

But what soems to have escaped at-

tention in the discussion la tho fact that
notwithstanding the language of this
clause thero la a significant difference
between a bill nnd a Joint or concurrent
resolution in respect of the conditions
under which either Is to become a law.

By clauso 2 of section 7 of Article I.
of tho Constitution it Is provided that a
bill may become a law In one ot the
three following ways: (1) by approval
of tho President; (2) by passage over
tho veto of the President, and (3) by
retention, by the President for ten days
after presentation of tho bill to him.

On the other hand, according to clause
3 above quoted, a resolution na distin-
guished from a bill may become o law In
only one ot two ways, namely: (1) by

the President's approval and (2) by pas-

sage over his veto. The clause does not
provide that, as In the case of a bill, a
resolution may become a lr.w through
retention by the President for tho period
named.

Obviously the result of this Is that
the President may exercise tho "pocket
veto" respecting a resolution and there-
by effectively prevent Its becoming a law,
the will of Congress to tho contrary not-

withstanding. Hknrt E. Davis.
WAsniKOTON, Decembor 26.

ASIA'S HOARDED WEALTH.

Chlneso Cnrrency nnd tho Drain of

Gold to tho Orient.

To the Editor ok the Sun Sir: There
la an all Important error In the letter
you publish from ST. G. Passerl on the
Chlncso currency. Ho writes:

Practically every trade centre In
China has Its own "tael," which Is al-

ways an ounce of silver weighed on the
local scale, ot a fineness that varies In

the different towns.

The Chlneso tael Is not an ounce of
silver but an ounce and a third. On
pago 12 of The Sun of December 24 you
quote quite correctly tho Shanghai tael
oxchange at $1.60. How could an ounce
of silver In Shanghai be worth J1.C0?

And as an old correspondent of yours
on this dull problem of exchange permit
m to put In a word with rpf(rnri to
your editorial artlclo on "Fluid Gold's
World Flow." You think that "by the
triangular readjustment of International
banking the gold which we sent to the
Orient India and China may And its
way to London." This view, a most
dangerous misconception, lias already
proved tho parent of Infinite disaster.
Since In 1893, nnd In deftanco of even
warning, England changed tho standard
of valuo in India from silver to gold, we
have pitched 250,000,000 gold sovereigns
Into tho small hoards of India, never to
return, Irrevocably lost to Western trade
and the exchange. That drain, India be-

ing now the "sink of gold," has de-

stroyed England's "gold standard," as
for a quarter of a century In your col-

umns I havo foretold. It will next de-

stroy yours. Tho favorable trado bal-

ances of Asia, ot present gold pHce.s,
will If paid In gold drain you dry In
the coming quarter of a century.

MORETON FRKWEN.

New Yorit, December 26.

GOVERNMENT MAPS.

A Wreck Due) to an Incorrect Chart
of the Long Island Shoro.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Your
editorial artlclo on Lieutenant-Commande- r

Read's useless maps reminds me of
an Incident which happened somo sum-

mers ago on the south coast of Long
Island.

I was spending tlu summer at Quogue,
Eate one afternoon a small schooner was
nosing along tho shore, going cast.
Thero was a strong easterly wind' with
indications of a coming storm. Tho boat
was compelled to como to anchor off tho
shore.

In, the early morning the boat was
wrecked and tho occupants wero rescued
by tho coast guard. The party had sailed
from Rockaway, and their objective was
an Inlet Just east of Quojue, ns shown
by a map Issued by the Government a
few weeks before which Indicated a suff-
icient depth of water for such a small
beat. To my personal knowledge no
such Inlet had existed for a number of
years. Stuyvesa.vt F. JIorris.

New York, December 26.

The Sign on tho Tower.

To the Editor or The Sun Str; I
beg leave to call attention to tho sign
of "Tho Wayfarer," sadly misplaced as
It seems to me, on a conspicuous part of
tho tower of the Madison Square Garden
building. Tho modern wayfarer as we
know him la an Intruder with Innova-
tions full ot discomfort and danger. Not
the least of these Is tho Intrusion of this
"Wayfarer," flaunting Itself upon the
gazo of thoso who have learned to regard
this structure as worthy of interest In
tho midst of its incongruous environ-
ment.

Looking at the tower from the south-
westerly corner of tho squaro you got
tho best open view of this notablo fea-

ture of the structuro and the graceful
creature In her shimmering guise atop.
Let ur have a public arbiter to stop or
at least regulate this senseless, misused
form of sl-j- advertising.

John Y. Cutler.
Nkw York, December 2C.

Colonel fuller Marts Something In Georgia.

From an announctmert in the Savannah, (7a.,
Horning Xtic.

In hls'nnnouncement for Congress Colonel
K. S. Fuller tells why tho law Is not en-

forced against the speculator In foodstuffs,
and Attorney Fuller will make the scheme
of International bankers, very plain In his
speeches, which he Is going to mako In
every nook and corner of tho First Con-

gressional district In his race for Congress,
things that are now hidden Mr. Fuller will
bring to light. Thero will be weeping,
walling nnd gnnshlne of teeth among the
trusts' newspapers, every little henchman
wilt be brought out to toot his little trust
made horn, nnd try to keep In offlce, but
their little voices will be as a sounding
bras and a tinkling cymbal. The people
are going to know the truth In the coming
Congressional race In thn First district, be-

cause Lawyer Fuller Is a fearless, well
posted Oghter, aniens la going to win.

MAETERLINCK NOT

HERE AS PROPHET

flomes "With Troofa of a Scien

tist to Show Thcro Is
Snpcrnatural.

VIEWS BLUEBIRD PRIZES

Poet Progresses in Mastering

of English With Phonetic

System of Ills Own.

airfcmieh eaveral hundred invited"

,, sat throutrh a dress rehearsal of

the opera "The Blue Bird" yesterday

morning, Maurice Maeterlinck, author

nt tin. lmok. was not among them.

the moment when the curtain was rlalng

on The Kingdom ot tho Futuro lie in

h nrmrtmcnt of a friend In the Beaux

Arts, put down a- copy of TUB Sun

which ho had been trying to read and

said (but In Jrench) :

"I understand English only vaguely

as I read It and I epealc the language
but Imperfectly. It is my ear mm
,.. n.,n-v,- Tiit nnd when ono speaks

to me In JJngllsh slowly and with tho

proper accents I understana an. wo
compris tout.)

Wha If la rn h with fflV WOrK hM.
I slinll try to read it to my audience
In English nnd tsea now i nave iiau i

written down for me !"
VA'Ifh nlmnct hnvlsll lirlde llO CXllIb

Ited his typewritten MSS. onhalfsheetH
written and punctuatea anu raarstu
phonetically to a degreo that made It
Incomprehensible to an American born
and bred. Maeterlinck looked perplexed
when he saw that his guest did likewise,
but he waa quick to comprehend and
burst out laughing aa he said:

"It eaya nothing to you? But no I It
is written not for tho eye but for lha
ear."

Hero are the ODenimr lines of the
"master's" first attempt in English:
"Ale ondro stann tha mannale alxpeh
tah ale brlnn ae malsslja ovdhe waugh,"
&c. Maeterlinck evidently felt somo con-
cern when his visitor assured him frankly
that should ho read according to the
manuscript nobody would understand.
Said he ruefully:

"Greatly as I prefer to speak to the
people In French I know that only the
women ot America would listen and
comprehend, AH the dames Amerlcalnes
speak and know French, but not the
men ; they havo no time to learn. And
I do not wish to speak to women only."

Admire American AVoinen.
"They aro tres spirltuelles, les Amerl-

calnes, and I admire them. I havo seen
nothing, but nothing of your country,
but I have seen many of your country-
women. You see (ho pointed to a heap
of Invitations), theso wero for yester-
day, Christmns Day. They aro from
great people, doubtless, but I spent my
rhrlPtmas alcnc. aa I wished. I am a
simple man and am best pleased with
simple pleasures."

M. Maeterlinck Is almost If not quite
six feet tall and well built, as we say.
He wore a blue sergo suit that showed
In rather an unbrushed condition, and
so did his shoes, the lack of a valet. His
hair is sliver gray, combed forward and
across his broad forehead. Ills eyes aro
small and either gray or green ; there Is
a funny little bulb on tho end of his
noso and tho lobes of his ears, dotachod
from his head, take a queer lurch for-
ward. His mouth Indicates kindness and
generosity, his chin stubbornness : he evi-
dently shaves himself, for on this day
after Christmas ho had cut himself In
thrco places. His hands are in constant
motion as ho talks and emphasizes tho
statements ho would mako rather thanhis voice, which Is low, unemotional and,as tho novelists of Fculllefs date used tosay, "tralnant." When he finally began
to talk seriously In bu nu.n ,...
words flowed In an uninterrupted

river or oeautlful words fitting
gracefully to his thoughts, without hasteand without pause, significant of a fullcornucopia ; even more than mosf win-
ning converses this man talked like abook, ono of his own books.

And first ho translated the first sen-
tence of that strange volapuk or ev
meralda landmen
aerated English of tho Introduction to
his lecture to this: "I understand that
many expect mat i bring a message ot
tho war." Then he continued (In
French) : "It la not n nifhni. .k
message I carry, or hope to, is ono that
derives poignancy from tho war. It is
not new. From the beginning of the
world men havo sought to prove the
Immortality of tho soul. They wished to
Musiy wieir nopes, tneir longings.
Whether wo rftml thn fnatitn nmii.-- in.
on the papyrus or tho hieroglyph or
study them In tho rich philosophy of
Greece wo read always the' same longing
ror sometning to assure us of life beyond
the tomb. Tho linna nlwmlv nrnu. Ua
centuries has proved Its Immortality.
wnat I acta by means of tho aid of the
seers nnd jihiloMophers Is tho thing
Itself tho proof, the scientific proof thit
man lives after death.

Coiiipn Not mm I'rophet.
"I do not come as a seer, as a spirit-

ualist, as a charlatan ; tricks and delu-
sions I abhor. I havo not donned tho
prophet's veil. A prophet to bo ot ser-
vice to other people must bo deliberately
prescient of future events that must
arise from new relations ot circum-
stance ; that are foreign, too, to his own
experience. But It Is possiblo for the
consciousness to dwell on tho objects ot
sense nnd bring them Into sympathy with
tho soul's perceptions. If you say that
a poet or a myth maker has by his heri-
tage of Imagination tho power to do thii
I do not deny It. Ifls possible for such
men to force their own consciousness and
to look upon tho Incorporations of Im
agination as having independent being.

"In any examination of scientific facts
of this great experience great oaro must
bo taken to keep tho mind clear from
even beautiful Illusions and the feet
from tho point where ono Is fain to see
the supernatural In whatever exceeds
man's ordinary experience. I will try to
do this. I seek to offer proof, a proof of
scientists that there Is a supernatural.

"This Is my purpose, which Is per-
sonal, neither aided nor nbettcd by nny
clique or society. And all I nsk Is n
simple hearing, the kind of hearing that
suits the message, for, I repeat, It Is
simple."

How much furthor ho might have de-

veloped the points of his lecture may
not be known, for hero ensued the Inevi-
table Interruption. Ho had nn appoint-
ment to seo tho prUes which wero
nwarded at the Blue Bird ball last night,
'and getting Into n brown furzo over-
coat, belted, and a soft green felt bat
ho Joined Mme. Maeterlinck. His wifo
Is a pretty nnd petite creature, beauti-
fully dressed for street and wcnrlng
costly furs. She speaks as much Eng-
lish as her noted husband, and It Is a
question which one will learn It tho
faster.

"I go where I am taken," said Maeter-
linck" with u subdued smile, "nnd I mako
no outcry." If thero Is no humor, ns
some critics think they note Its ab-
sence in his works, there Is plenty In
tfio man. Little sights and Bounds en-

tertain hltn.
On tho way ho mado the remark

quoted above that ho knew aa yet noth-
ing about America, this hvlng been tho
first tlmo. that he hnd crossed the At-
lantic or made any voyage of such dura-
tion,

The Sun Calendar
THE LEATHER.

For New Jersey Fair to-d-T .,
ably moderate tn
fresh west winds. mMritaN.

.Zor ?0.r'i New England-- Cl.

cloud,; freah .oithwe Bnj3
For western New York-P- arti.
y and S' 'in t.mperature; fresh w.st.rt.ftut..

WASHINOTON, Dec.
! low In the wpreuur
distinct centros of deprusbJ
Newfoundland, another near ?5l
of Hudson Bay and tho th.M,S,'lhw
berta. This pressure Is t" U

out the southern and wester "art7,?
Unfted States. This Llh
has resulted In mild temperatuJl.0'!05
thia time of the 2?'
United States, tempera" ., VuT 9
cldedly above normal over the No,fh
States and southern California hJm

have been light local snowll In, h,
iue areai ibkbs ana r n n .k - " vt
of Washington. The outlook Is f0V.ut Ierally fair weather with nod.riu iV!- - 5perature Saturday and Isl
tlcally all district, east of ,', x"

Observations taken at United Stales w,i, .Bureau stations at 8 K M.ierterdofilth meridian time : nu

,;:r.r: ? . . "i
Abilene....
Albany.......... S .? 5-?- ; "" S3 2
Atlantic illy
lift!! Imntn ii CloMrItlamarck : 2.9 Cloud,Ilosion I!U ClouSBuffalo ', 59.M CloudyCharleston 32 SOro
Chicago JDMI ClearCincinnati .11 32 :n '.2 llouiirCleveland..!.... .11 33 M.s3

Cloud,Denver 4i 42 so.:o tin;Detroit 30 29.71 Cloud,fl.ilvs!nn M.OJ ClearHelena 3 l').S2

Jacksonville... CS 41 S0.C2 ClearKtinnns fltv 41 38 S.01 tleirMilwaukee 40 W.7i) ClearN,w Orleans w SO SilOO ClearOklahoma City CO S3 $0.23 Clear
I'luiaueipma... 39 t9.S CloudyPittsburg M W.SS Cloud,PnrtlAmi. Mn... -- ft it .74 EnoPnrfl.mf!. Or - 41 S3

Bait Ivako City. 33 23 so. 61 Clearcan uiero 7S ClearNan hTvindt tS 45 30.31 ClearSt. .Tnl ah 38 ClearWashington.... 0 22 29.S2 Cloud

LOCAL WEATHEH ItECOIlDa.
s a. sr. i r. aHnrnmlif tn

Humidity !!!!!!! "
74 IIwind direction SAV S.W.

"UVather '.V.V.'.VVlondy Clou4f
I

iTccipuauon , rfona jsoni

a recorded by tho official thcrmoamS
In Shfiwn In tha Annarad laliU,

8 A.M. ..13 IP. M...28 6 P.M. ..
9 A. M. . . 55 M in TP.M...IJ10A.M... 26 3 P.M.,. 30 8 P. M.,,1)

11 A.M... 25 4 P.M... 32 9 P.M.. .11
12 M 26. 5 P. M. . . 33 10P.M...IJ

1915. 1918. HI), lilt,
9 A. M !S 11 8 P. M....3J II

12 M 26 34 9 1'. M ! It
3 1'. M....30 87 12 Mid 31

Highest temperature 33, ut 6 P. St.
j.onesi temperature 16, at f A. St
Aierage temperature, 24.

EVENTS TO-DA-

The presidents of women's clubs In N

Tork will be tho guestB of the Woman'i
Press Club at n. meeting at the

2 P, M
Charles It. Morcy will epeak on "rtoman-osq-

Portals," at the Metropolitan M-
useum of Art, 4 P. M.

There will be a reunion smoker of the
memBers of the Ivy (Fourth) Division at
tha Hotel Pennsylvania In tho cvenlnt.

Dr. Werner Marchand will lecture oa
"The Habits of Animals and Relation! of
Plants to Animals," at the Manhattia
Trade School, Lexington avenue and Titen.

street, 8:15 P. M.
Second annual conference of the Zionist

Society ot Engineers and Agriculturists
opens at tho Kngtnccrlng Societies Build
ing, 2& west Thlrty-nlni- n street. ,.3i'. a.

Launching- of the United States ShJuDtnf
foard Emergency Fleet Corporation utesm- -
snips iinsisnurst, Tasnmoo and sunien,
Newark Bay Shipyard, II A. M

Memorial service for the late Bishop
David H. Greer, nil clercv and lay of
ficials of the Episcopal Church, Cathedral
of St. John the Divine. 11 A SI.

Lieut, Seymour do Itlccl on "Tha Na-

poleon Enoch In Trance." the last of a
series of six Illustrate! lectures on French
art under tho auspices of the French In-

stitute In the United States. SS9 Fldh
avenue, 11 A. M.

Epsllon Chi Fraternity, thirteenth annual
banquet and business convention, Ho'.t.
Dreslln, 7:30 P. SI.

Presentation of silver eervlco to the
Arizona by citizens of Arizona,

navy yard, 3:30 P. M.
apeaicor Thauueus c. sweet win mM

the nrinclnal mlilresq n! the dinner of the
Woman's Equal Opportunity League, Hotel

Commodore, this evening.
N.iie or navy rooa oy rormer iwrain

sioncr o: Markets Jonathan C uiy, a.
Labor Temple, Second avenue and fou-
rteenth street; Church of thn Covenant,
First avenue and Forty-secon- d street:
West End Presbyterian Church, Amsterdam
avenue and 105th street; Church cf t.is

Nation', Second avenue and First airee:,
opens today.

Camp Newfound, luncheon. Hotel Pen-
nsylvania, St.

I'M Delta PI Fraternity, dance, a
S P. M.

Hankers flub nf NVw Tork. entertain
ment and ball, Waldorf-Astori- 8 P II-

Catholic Summer School, Junior Anil l

ary, tea dansant, Waldorf-Astori- a. 4 r St.

Cutex luncheon, Waldorf-Astori- I I1 J'.
"Playland," Christmas carnival for cnlU

dren and exposition of publlo spirited ac-

tivities, Grand Central Palace, last after-

noon and evening,
Pershing Club Orchestra, dance. llitM

McAlpln. 8!S0 P. M.
St. Lawrence University, reception ar. I

dance. Hotel McAlpln. 8 P. JI .
Honnaz Embroiderers, meeting. I'"''

McAlpln, 1 P. M.
Altntulana camp, dance, uoiei

8 P. M.
Irish American Automobile nr rair s

Club of America, nnnual enter' u nmeni
and bull. Central Opera Houf Sit'i-w- j

enth street and Third avunue. r
nlng.

FOR MEN IN UNIFORM.

nnn. A Or In t Inn C ''. '
Went Thlrlv.nlnth streut. S to 1' 30 I' SI.

admission, 10 cents; navy rtan- e.

Women's Catholic Patriotic ciuf. ;
Inetnn avenue f Flftv-fourt- h

to U P. M. United Ciub, :13 East Thir

fourth street (Murray Hill 7Sts. i"'""-
men free, others 25 cent". .

Khaki and Blue Xmas Cclcbratl-- ana

Costume Dance Seventy-firs- t
Armory. Thirty-fourt- h street on I ' a'1
avenue. 7 to 11 P. M. , H

Luncheon (complimentary) u "
Council Service Station (K. of '"
West 123d street, 1 to 7 P. M. .

.Social Evening central iiranrj ;

C. A., 610 Lexington nvenuo (Flft)-ta- i

street, , to m .

tuuilc, ... -

Vaudeville Headquarters. Irnlt .,'
55 West Twenty-seont- h street.
St.; given by W. C. C, S. Voluni-e- r l.ater- -

cainmeni uurcnu. ttnin.niConcert People's Symphonv,
ton Irving H. S., 40 Irving P". "
cents; "Flonzalcj" Quartet."

TO ALT) CHINESE STUDENTS.

Heller Worker AVnaitia Thcro l

Lenria V. S.

John Moffat, chairman of lb'- - I'"".'!
Heroes Lnfnj-ett- e Memorial !"" " '
former head of tho National AM- I ifllnf rv,ri.l!fnrt nnnnnnrpil 1 t.--t '

that ho Is seekW to InttTCft nn rl. a

In the Chinese Student'' romnuu" "
wants to collect an Initial fund '
000 to house nnd otherv, if "'r
Chinese students who are studs U K '
crn Industry In Kranee. .,

In his sulto in tho Jiotet -

last night Mr. Moffat d.vlared tl .t

would try to interest John 1. L '
feller nnd other rich Americans in

scheme to open the Kates of Amf rn w

Chtneso students iho desired to learn

our methods ot conducting; bis "
tries and Atn-ric- an way.-- ot nn u.

thov mlcht return to China an I '"

tho rlslnB cencratlons ot thnt ui.tw

modern methods. Tho 1'ren' h 'n
nwnt. Mr. Mofr.it said, ha.t c""1- - t"
agreement with the Chinese Uo.err. c

whereby thousands of youiiR f'Mi - "'
cohiK to Krnnce as tttidcnt wo k "
factories, mills nnd industrial
The object of tills searru ior in -

ideas. Mr. Moffat said, wis in i
,ll,t n.,hln lirrself to reirll1'

soverelsn state nnd not a as al to (O'lU

moro progressive nation.


